ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS 
AND  THE  FUTURE  OF  GSNA 


The  Board  of  the  Garden  State  Numismatic  Association  has  called 
for  the  nomination  of  candidates  to  serve  as  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  GSNA  for  terms  beginning  in  June  of  1997  and  ending  in 
June  of  1999.  Officers  to  be  elected  are  President,  1st  Vice 
President,  2nd  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Recording  Secretary,  and 
Corresponding  Secretary.  Other  Members  of  the  GSNA  Board  of 
Directors  will  be  appointed  by  the  elected  Board. 

Our  G.S.N.A.  is  a  vital  organization  which  links  area  clubs 
and  collectors  in  the  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and 
^Delaware  region.  We  provide  speakers  and  slide  programs  to 
member  Clubs,  and  publish  a  superb  regional  Journal  with 
excellent  articles  on  Numismatics.  Our  Association,  however,  is 
all  volunteer,  and  everything  we  do  is  done  because  individual 
members  decide  to  serve,  guide,  and  direct  the  Association. 

This  call  for  nominations  to  serve  our  Association  comes  at 
a  time  when  clubs  and  collectors  are  both  thinning  and  graying. 
Leadership  is  necessary,  but  volunteers  are  hard  to  find.  We  need 
qualified  leadership  to  direct  our  GSNA.  Without  officers,  there  is 
no  raniz  i  10  belong  to. 

To  run  for  an  office  in  the  GSNA,  a  candidate  must  be 
nomiKc  d  by  two  GSNA  members  AND  two  GSNA  member 
clubs.  Nominations  need  to  be  received  by  MARCH  15,  1997. 
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Nominations,  continued : 

All  proper  nominations  will  be  announced  in  the  next  issue  of  the 
NJNJ,  and  ballots  will  be  distributed  to  all  members  of  the 
Association.  Ballots  for  the  election  will  be  received  until  April 
15,  1997,  and  winners  of  the  election  will  be  announced  in  the 
Convention  Issue  of  the  NJNJ.  This  year’s  Convention  takes  place 
in  Pennsauken,  NJ  on  May  15-17,  at  which  time  new  officers  will 
be  introduced  and  responsibilities  will  pass  to  them.  Our  current 
Officers  will  assist  new  officers  as  they  take  over  the 
responsibilities  of  the  Association. 

The  GSNA  does  not  run  itself.  Our  Association  only  works 
when  members  and  member  clubs  participate  in  it.  This  is  true  for 
our  GSNA  Convention,  and  it  is  true  for  the  GSNA  Board  of 
Directors.  The  GSNA  has  announced  a  call  for  Nominations  to  the 
Offices  of  our  Association.  We  wait  to  see  who  will  respond. 


1995-1997  GSNA  Officers 


GSNA  President 

Amo  Safran 

P.O.  Box  605 
Lakewood,  NJ  08701 

Arno  is  the  person  to  contact  about  GSNA  activities, 
program,  and  administration,  and  with  any  issue  to  be 
brought  to  the  GSNA  Board 

GSNA  1st  Vice  President 
&  NJNJ  Editor 

Chris  Connell 

PO  Box  1871 

Brick,  NJ  08723 

Chris  is  the  person  to  contact  with  articles  for  publication,  or 
to  publicize  your  Club  events  or  activities  in  the  GSNA 
Newsletter.  If  you  need  to  know  who  to  talk  to  to  accomplish 
a  goal,  Chris  can  refer  you  if  he  cannot  help  you  himself 

GSNA  2nd  Vice  President 

Ray  Williams 

924  Norway  Ave. 
Trenton,  NJ  08629 

Ray  is  in  charge  of  GSNA  Slide  and  Video  Programs,  the 
Speakers  Bureau,  and  GSNA  Certificates  for  Speakers  and 
for  Recognition  Awards.  Contact  Ray  if  you  need  a  Club 
program,  or  if  you  are  willing  to  speak  to  other  GSNA  Clubs 

GSNA  Corresponding 
Secretary 

Jim  Majoros 

65  -  16th  Street 

Toms  River,  NJ  08753 

Jim  is  in  charge  of  GSNA  public  relations,  and  also  of 
maintaining  our  membership  rolls.  Contact  him  for 

Change-of-Address,  member  renewals,  new  memberships, 
and  any  problems  with  name/address/phone  number,  or  for 
additional  information  about  GSNA  News  Releases 
Information  about  GSNA  members  is  never  available  to 
anyone. 

GSNA  Recording  Secretary 
John  Sullivan 

John  records  minutes  of  GSNA  Board  Meetings,  and  is 
custodian  of  the  records  of  the  Association 

GSNA  Treasurer 

Ronald  Thompson 

P.O.  Box  1332 

Summit,  NJ  07901 

Ron  maintains  the  financial  records  of  the  Association, 
including  all  publicly  available  financial  information  Many 
financial  records,  of  course,  have  limited  access,  however 
the  audits  of  GSNA  financial  records  are  available  for 
inspection  by  all  members 

New  Jersey  Numismatic  Journal 

PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 


The  21st  Anniversary  GSNA  Convention  was  the 
most  successful  in  the  three  years  this  board  has  been 
involved  with  the  running  of  the  state  numismatic 
organization.  It  actually  turned  in  a  modest  profit  enabling  us 
to  put  money  back  into  the  organization's  coffers.  More  than 
125  dealers  took  tables  including  the  successful  return  of  the 
NJ  Tokens  and  Medals  show.  The  auction  by  Presidential 
Coins  and  Antiques  of  Alexandria,  Virginia  by  Joseph  Levine 
was  a  tremendous  success.  If  you  are  a  token  and  medal 
collector,  you  had  to  be  pleased  with  the  quality  of  items  that 
were  up  for  sale  in  this  auction. 

More  persons  attended  this  year  than  the  four  day 
convention  held  two  years  ago  in  Somerset.  Our  present 
site;  the  South  Jersey  Expo  Center  located  in  Pennsauken, 
NJ,  is  fast  becoming  the  major  numismatic  convention 
center  in  the  state  now  that  MANA  and  the  Colonial  Coin 
Club  (C4)  are  holding  their  big  show  at  the  same  facility.  The 
next  GSNA  Convention  has  been  moved  up  to  May  15-17, 
1997.  This  has  been  done  to  end  the  conflict  with  the 
Memphis  Paper  Money  Show  [held  the  third  weekend  in 
June]  while  providing  a  better  time  of  the  year  for  both 
dealers  and  collectors  to  attend. 

The  GSNA  Board  consists  of  six  elected  officers,  a 
General  Show  Chairman  and  several  club  representatives. 
On  average,  ten  to  twelve  members  have  attended  these 
dinner  meetings  at  regular  six  to  seven  week  intervals;  all  at 
their  own  expense.  Since  this  board  was  expected  to  do  a 
great  deal  of  work  in  preparing  for  the  convention,  we  have 
held  a  brief  SHOW  &  TELL  session  at  the  beginning  of  each 
meeting  where  board  members  could  display  a  couple  of 
recent  numismatic  acquisitions.  This  program  was  initiated 
at  our  first  meeting  in  1994  and  has  been  continued  ever 
since. 
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President’s  Message,  continued: 

In  addition  to  the  names  of  the  elected  officials  and 
Harry  Garrison,  our  fine  General  Show  Chairman  for  the 
1995  and  '96  Conventions,  we  have  had  help  from  John 
Sullivan,  (1st  V.P.  -Trenton  Numismatic  Club)  who  took  over 
as  Recording  Secretary  when  Spencer  Peck's  work 
responsibilities  compelled  him  to  resign;  also  Frank  Dolan, 
(Club  Rep  from  Hacketsttown  and  President  of  the  Sussex 
County  Coin  Club,)  Greg  and  Lisa  Heim,  (Exhibits 
co-chairpersons  and  Watchung  Hills  Coin  Club 
representatives)  Stan  Bresticka,  (Somerset  Coin  Club  rep.,) 
and  Dave  Wilson,  (our  dealer  liaison  on  the  board.)  These 
folks  met  regularly,  some  traveling  great  distances  and  kept 
working  right  through  the  convention.  So  it  was  a  bit  of  a 
disappointment  to  see  only  three  GSNA  members  show  up 
for  our  well  publicized  public  meeting  on  Sat.  June  22;  this, 
out  of  1,300  attendees  and  29  member  clubs  under  the 
umbrella  of  the  GSNA. 

With  this  edition  of  the  journal  you  will  see  a  call  for 
nominations.  The  constitution  and  bylaws  prohibit  a 
President  from  serving  more  than  two  consecutive  terms  in 
that  office  so  a  new  President  must  be  elected  in  1997.  The 
GSNA  is  doing  well  again  but  it  requires  someone  to  lead 
every  two  years.  The  duties  for  each  office  appear  alongside 
their  official  title  in  this  journal.  The  President  also  appoints 
the  club  representatives;  each  with  a  vote.  Being  President 
can  be  a  rewarding  experience,  especially  when  you  have 
had  the  kind  of  people  on  the  board  as  I  have  had  these 
past  three  years.  Soon  it  will  be  time  for  me  to  step  down 
and  turn  the  pleasant  task  of  leading  the  GSNA  to  someone 
else. 


Arno  Safran 
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1804  DRAPED  BUST  i  CENT  VARIETIES 

by  Lisa  and  Greg  Heim 

The  Draped  Bust  Half  Cent  was  struck  from  1800-1808  and  designed  by 
Robert  Scot,  the  Chief  Engraver  of  the  Mint  from  1794-1823.  The  obverse  motif  of 
Liberty  was  taken  from  a  Gilbert  Stuart  painting  (well  known  for  his  contemporary 
portraits  of  Washington)  of  a  Philadelphia  socialite,  allegedly  Mrs.  William  Bingham. 
The  reverse  displays  a  wreath  motif  with  the  words  HALF  CENT  within,  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA  bordering  the  edge,  and  the  fraction  1/200  directly  below  the 
knot  of  the  ribbon  stating  that  the  Half  Cent  was  1  /200th  of  a  dollar. 

Draped  Bust  Half  Cents  are  23.8  mm  or  15/16  of  an  inch  in  diameter  with  a 
weight  of  5.44  grams  or  84  grains,  making  them  slightly  larger  and  heavier  than  today's 
United  States  Five  Cent  piece. 

According  to  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins ,  more  commonly  referred 
to  as  the  "Red  Book,"  there  are  18  different  varieties  of  the  Draped  Bust  Half  Cent.  The 
year  1804  is  of  particular  interest  because  it  represents  the  one  year  in  the  series  that  has 
the  largest  amount  of  Red  Book  varieties:  five.  The  mintage  of  1,055,312  pieces 
represents  the  largest  total  for  the  series.  Obtaining  all  of  the  Red  Book  varieties  for  the 
year  is  certainly  attainable  for  most  collectors.  However,  this  feat  is  not  as  easy  as  it 
appears  if  the  individual  is  particular  about  acquiring  coins  free  of  environmental 
problems  related  to  Early  American  Copper  such  as  porosity,  verdigris,  and  corrosion. 

THE  "SPIKED  CHIN” 

The  name  "Spiked  Chin"  first  appeared  in  Ebeneezer  Gilbert's  1916  reference 
United  States  Half  Cents  and  has  been  used  to  describe  this  variety  ever  since.  In  Walter 
Breen's  1983  reference  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half  Cents 
1793- 1857, a  supposition  made  in  1965  by  noted  Half  Cent  collector  Paul  Munson  is 
paraphrased. 

The  obverse  die  struck  a  small  bolt  which  had  found  its  way  onto  the  planchet  After 
a  few  seconds,  the  press  was  stopped  and  the  ruined  planchet  was  discarded.  The 
obverse  die  was  removed  so  that  the  squashed  bolt  could  be  pried  loose  with  the  die 
surface  being  reground  and  repolished  to  remove  any  impressions  caused  by  the  bolt. 

No  attempt  would  have  been  made  to  rework  the  areas  near  the  devices  since  this 
would  mean  reannealing  the  die,  a  risk  the  engraver  was  probably  not  willing  to  take. 

The  authors  agree  with  this  supposition.  Because  of  the  technology  (or  lack 
thereof),  reannealing  the  die  would  pose  a  risk  of  cracking  the  die  and  shortening  its  life. 
The  production  of  Half  Cents  was  the  lowest  priority  at  the  Mint,  so  the  thought  of 
taking  a  flawed  die  out  of  production  while  it  could  still  strike  coins  was  most  likely  out 
of  the  question.  Lastly,  note  that  above  the  chin  there  are  signs  of  what  Ebeneezer 
Gilbert  referred  to  initially  as  a  "protruding  tongue."  According  to  Munson,  the  head  of 
the  bolt  was  between  the  tongue  and  the  chin,  the  bolt  threads  being  placed  in  the 
lower-right  obverse  field.  Keep  in  mind  the  engraver  was  working  on  a  Half  Cent  die: 
the  exhibitors  are  sure  that  he  did  not  spend  a  great  deal  of  time  to  remove  all  the  threads. 

All  Spiked  Chin  obverses  have  the  crosslet  4,  w  ith  the  top  of  the  four  always 
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touching  the  bottom  of  the  bust.  According  to  Breen  and  Roger  S.  Cohen  Jr's  American 
Half  Cents  (1982),  the  Spiked  Chin  obverse  was  combined  with  five  different  reverse 
dies,  creating  a  total  of  five  different  die  varieties. 

THE  CROSSLET  4  -  STEMS 

The  Red  Book  variety  Crosslet  4  -  Stems  occurs  when  the  four  in  the  date  has  a 
vertical  crosslet,  and  the  reverse  has  diagonal  stems  that  emanate  from  the  ribbon  knot. 
To  the  individual  who  collects  by  type,  date,  or  even  Red  Book  variety,  there  is  little  else 
to  say.  However,  for  the  specialist  interested  in  obverse  and  reverse  die  combinations, 
better  known  as  die  varieties,  the  Crosslet  4  -  Stems  possesses  a  wealth  of  knowledge  as 
well  as  a  veritable  goldmine  for  cherrypickers. 

According  to  Breen  and  Cohen,  there  are  four  different  obverse  dies  and  three 
different  reverse  dies,  resulting  in  a  total  of  five  different  die 
varieties. 

The  first  Crosslet  4  -  Stems  we'll  discuss  is  actually  the  Spiked  Chin  obverse 
prior  to  the  bolt  mishap  described  earlier.  The  top  of  the  four  touches  the  bottom  of  the 
bust.  The  reverse  die  is  easily  distinguished  by  noticing  that  the  zeroes  in  the 
denominator  of  the  fraction  almost  touch,  giving  them  a  "cross-eyed"  effect.  This  coin  is 
very  difficult  to  locate  in  grades  over  Very 
Fine  and  is  considered  an  R-3  (scarce). 

The  two  rarest  die  varieties  of  the  Crosslet  4  -  Stems  display  a  four  which  is 
lower  than  the  rest  of  the  date.  Distinguishing  the  reverses  of  these  two  varieties  is 
difficult  to  do  without  a  photograph  and  beyond  the  scope  of  this  article.  Nonetheless, 
the  more  common  (sic)  of  the  two  "low  Crosslet  4's"  is  an  R-5  (31-75  known),  and  the 
other  one  is  an  R-7  (4-12  known).  Collectors  would  benefit  financially  if  they  were  to 
purchase  one  of  these  two  for  the  price  of  a  common  Crosslet  4  -  Stems,  even  in  a  low. 
circulated  grade. 

The  other  two  die  varieties  of  the  Crosslet  4  -Stems  are  the  most  cost-effective 
possibilities  for  obtaining  a  Red  Book  variety. 

THE  CROSSLET  4  -  STEMLESS 

The  Red  Book  variety  Crosslet  4  -  Stemless  occurs  when  the  four  in  the  date 
has  a  vertical  crosslet,  and  the  reverse  shows  no  stems  emanating  from  the  ribbon  knot. 
According  to  Breen  and  Cohen,  there  is  only  one  obverse  die  and  one  reverse  die 
resulting  in  one  die  variety. 

What  makes  these  last  three  Red  Book  varieties  interesting  is  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  coins  were  backdated.  The  U.S.  Mint  struck  Half  Cents  bearing  the  1804 
date  in  1805  and  even  1806  with  regards  to  the  Plain  4  -  Stemless  which  will  be 
discussed  later  in  the  exhibit.  According  to  Cohen,  the  reason  for  the  backdating  was  not 
overwhelming  demand,  but  the  result  of  a  large  order  made  from  the  Mint's  primary 
supplier  of  copper  planchets,  Matthew  Boulton  of 

Soho-Birmingham,  England  for  fear  of  rising  copper  prices.  Breen  implicitly  supports 
this  by  listing  actual  planchet  deliver}'  dates  and  quantities. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  Breen  and  Cohen  disagree  on  the  emission 
sequence,  defined  as  the  order  in  which  dies  were  used,  and  the  use  of  a  second  coining 
press.  The  details  of  this  argument  go  well  beyond  the  scope  of  this  article.  However, 
the  authors  feel  that  both  suppositions  have  their  strong  and  weak  points.  Unless 
someone  can  go  back  into  a  time  machine  and/or  find  some  document  stating  what  realty 
happened,  both  schools  of  thought  will  have  to  agree  on  disagreeing. 

As  far  as  availability,  the  Crosslet  4  -  Stemless  is  an  R-2  (not  so  common).  It 
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is  available  without  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  circulated  grades  of  Very  Fine  and  below', 
but  becomes  more  difficult  to  obtain  in  grades  over  Extremely  Fine.  These  coins  often 
come  mottled,  probably  from  a  hoard.  Many  coins  also  come  with  weak  or  uneven 
striking  characteristics 

THE  PLAIN  4  -  STEMS 

The  Red  Book  variety  Plain  4  -  Stems  occurs  when  the  four  in  the  date  is  void 
of  a  vertical  crosslet,  and  the  reverse  shows  stems  emanating  from  the  ribbon  knot. 
According  to  Breen  and  Cohen,  there  is  only  one  obverse  die  and  one  reverse  die 
resulting  in  one  die  variety. 

What  makes  this  particular  variety  enigmatic  is  the  early  failure  of  the  reverse 
die.  The  exhibitors  agree  with  Breen  and  Cohen  that  the  reverse  die  bulged  at  some 
point.  This  explains  the  lack  of  detail  found  on  many  specimens  around  the  words 
HALF  CENT.  Coins  with  little  or  no  signs  of  bulging  and  sharp,  central  reverse  detail 
are  very  elusive.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  many  specimens  grading  fine  and  under  have  the 
words  HALF  CENT  completely  or  virtually 
obliterated. 

This  variety'  is  considered  an  R-3  (scarce),  and  an  R-4  (76-200  known)  in 
grades  of  Very  Fine  and  higher.  As  far  as  Red  Book  varieties  are  considered,  it  is  the 
most  difficult  and  most  expensive  Red  Book  variety  to  obtain.  From  the  authors' 
personal  experiences,  locating  a  problem  free  example  in  the  Very  Fine  range  proved  to 
be  extremely  difficult.  This  is  a  coin  that  is  very  underrated,  and  offered  for  sale  far  less 
than  most  collectors  realize.  Although  several  specimens  have  been  offered  recently, 
these  have  been  high  grade  "wonder  coins"  out  of  the  price  range  of  most  collectors. 

THE  PLAIN  4  -  STEMLESS 

The  Red  Book  variety  Plain  4  -  Stemless  occurs  when  the  four  in  the  date  is 
void  of  a  vertical  crosslet,  and  the  reverse  shows  no  stems  emanating  from  the  ribbon 
knot.  According  to  Breen  and  Cohen,  there  is  only  one  obverse  die  and  one  reverse  die 
resulting  in  one  die  variety. 

As  mentioned  previously,  this  coin  was  backdated.  Coins  of  this  variety  were 
struck  in  1805  and  even  in  1806  according  to  Breen  and  Cohen.  This  supposition  can  be 
made  from  the  reverse  die,  which  is  identical  to  the  stemless  reverse  coins  dated  1805 
and  1806. 

This  the  most  common  of  the  Red  Book  varieties.  According  to  Cohen's 
analysis,  it  is  believed  that  one  out  of  every  four  Half  Cents  dated  1804  is  represented  by 
this  variety.  Although  a  ratio  of  this  sort  would  be  difficult  to  obtain  accurately  ,  the 
authors  agree  fully  with  the  qualitative  nature  of  this  argument  as  would  anyone  who  has 
know  ledge  of  the  series. 

Coins  of  this  variety  often  exhibit  weak  striking  characteristics,  especially  to 
the  hair  left  of  the  ear.  Price  relative  to  the  variety  can  create  difficulty  in  obtaining  an 
example  because  the  collector  has  more  to  choose  from,  and  can  exude  a  greater  deal  of 
patience  when  selecting  a  specimen.  The  authors  can  concur  with  this  from  personal 
experience  as  this  coin  was  the  last  Red  Book  variety  obtained,  despite  it  being  the  most 
common. 
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CLUB  NEWS 


New  Jersey  Numismatic  Society 

elected  new  officers  for  1997. 
President  is  Steve  Middleton,  Vice 
President  is  Ray  Flannagan, 
Secretary  is  David  W.  Lange, 
Treasurer  is  Ron  Thompson.  The 
Charles  Nettleship  Award  was 
presented  to  Steve  Middleton. 

Sussex  County  Coin  Club 

welcomed  John  Callendrella  for  a 
talk  on  US  Gold  Coinage  in 
October. 

Roxbury  Coin  Club  held  it’s  Show 
on  Sunday,  November  24th  with  20 
dealers  in  attendance. 

The  Currency  Club  of  Chester 
County’s  Nelson  Aspen  spoke  to 
YN’s  at  the  MANA  Convention  this 
year.  Peter  Papadeas  was  elected 
President  for  a  one  year  term. 
Elected  for  two  years  were  VP 
Robert  Kevederas.  A  Holiday  party 
was  held  on  December  19th. 

Trenton  Numismatic  Club  held  a 
Holiday  party  on  December  23.  At 
that  meeting  Ray  Williams  was 
elected  president  for  another  term, 
as  his  presidency  is  a  respected 
tradition  at  the  TNC. 

Northern  Valley  Coin  Club 

celebrated  the  holiday  with  an  early 
meeting  that  also  had  a  bourse. 
Elections  were  held,  but  the  results 
have  not  yet  been  reported: 


congratulations  to  the  winners, 
whoever  you  are! 

Westchester  County  Coin  Club 

held  its  meeting  on  December  19 
because  of  the  holiday.  Elected 
President  was  Carmen  Recce,  VP 
s  John  Mangels,  Secretary  is 
Thomas  McKenna,  and  Treasurer 
is  Edward  Krack.  Plans  for  1997 
include  a  Dinner/Dance  in  May  and 
a  White  Elephant  Auction  in 
October. 

Ocean  County  Coin  Club  held  its 
annual  Holiday  Party  on  December 
17  with  food,  and  gift  exchange. 
Chris  Connell  has  retired  as  editor 
of  the  Club’s  Sand  Dollar,  with  new 
editor  Roland  Jean  to  begin  in 
January. 

Watchung  Hills  Coin  Club  heard 
a  remarkable  talk  by  Paula 
Grosman  in  November,  and 
overcame  several  difficulties  to 
hear  a  delightful  talk  by  Arno 
Safran  in  December. 
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CANADIAN  LARGE  CENTS 

by  Harry  Garrison 

The  most  popular  and  widely  collected  Canadian  Coinage  is  the  Large  Cent 
issued  from  1858  to  1920.  Issued  for  use  in  the  Province  of  Canada  (Upper  and 
Lower  Canada  or  today  what  are  known  as  the  Ontario  and  Quebec  provinces) 
these  cents  were  the  first  coinage  issued  to  reflect  the  recently  adopted  decimal 
system  of  coinage.  Ironically,  the  Canadian  large  cents  began  life  at  the  same 
time  the  United  States  was  reducing  the  size  and  copper  content  of  the  American 
cent. 

The  obverse  design  was  that  of  a  laureate  head  of  Queen  Victoria 
separated  from  the  legend  by  a  beaded  circle.  The  reverse  design  was  similar  in 
content  to  the  obverse.  The  denomination  and  date  centered  and  surrounded  by 
a  beaded  circle.  A  serpentine  vine  of  16  maple  leaves  rotated  the  coin  between 
the  rim  and  beaded  circle. 

The  initial  order  for  10,000,000  Canadian  large  cents  was  submitted  to 
the  Royal  Mint  in  1858.  Delays  in  design  approval,  resulted  in  only  421,000 
being  issued  in  1858.  The  low  mintage  of  the  1858  cents  immediately  assured 
its  place  as  the  key  to  the  entire  large  cent  series;  save  for  the  small  date 
varieties  of  the  1891  issue  and  the  1859/8  issue,  for  which  no  mintage  figures 
exist,  and  the  1907-H.  More  on  the  1891  and  1907-H  issues  later. 

The  second  key  date  in  the  series  was  also  the  product  of  the  initial 
mintage.  Dies  prepared  with  the  1858  date  were  re-tooled  to  place  a  9  over  the 
8.  Easily  identifiable  because  of  remaining  metal  between  the  tip  of  the  9  and 
the  circle  portion;  the  1859/8  is  also  a  key  date.  Again  no  mintage  figures  are 
available,  but  consensus  suggests  approximately  400,000  of  this  overdate  were 
produced. 

The  extraordinarily  large  mintage  of  1859  served  a  purpose  in  addition 
to  the  normal  need  for  currency  to  conduct  business.  It  assured  that  the  recently 
approved  decimal  coinage  would  be  adopted  and  accepted  by  its  citizens.  After 
some  initial  reluctance,  the  coin  succeeded. 

Fifteen  years  were  to  pass  before  additional  large  cents  coinage  was 
requested  from  the  Royal  Mint.  Because  of  workload,  the  Royal  Mint 
subcontracted  the  work  to  a  private  mint  -  the  Heaton  Mint  -  in  Birmingham, 
with  the  result  that  an  H  mint  mark  was  placed  under  the  date.  Before 
establishing  a  Canadian  Mint  in  Ottawa  in  1908,  the  Royal  Mint  was  to 
subcontract  large  cent  and  other  decimal  coinage  production  to  the  Heaton  Mint 
often. 

In  the  25  year  period  of  1876  to  1901  and  the  death  of  Queen  Victoria, 
large  cents  were  issued  in  20  of  those  years.  Quanities  minted  ranged  from  a 
low  of  1,000,000  to  a  high  of  4,000,000.  Only  one  year  during  that  period  is 
worthy  of  note. 

Revisions  were  made  to  the  reverse  design  in  1  891  creating  two  scare 
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Canadian  Large  Cents,  continued: 

varieties.  The  first  modification  was  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  date  creating  a 
small  date  variety.  With  a  similar  8  and  9,  the  key  to  identifying  this  variety, 
other  than  recognizing  a  slightly  smaller  8  and  9,  is  the  increased  space  between 
the  8  and  9.  This  variety  -  small  date,  large  leaves  -  is  the  most  difficult  to 
locate.  A  second  modification  reduced  the  size  of  the  maple  leaves  encircling 
the  reverse.  This  variety  -  small  date,  small  leaves  -  is  only  slightly  less  difficult 
to  find  that  the  first  version.  Recognizing  either  of  these  two  varieties  in  a 
dealers  inventory  of  unattributed  1891  large  cents  will  benefit  the  finder 
financially. 

Edward  VII  appeared  on  the  large  cent  starting  in  1902  until  his  death 
in  1910.  With  the  exception  of  a  1910  mintage  of  5,100,000,  mintage’s 
continued  in  the  area  of  2  to  4  million. 

One  date  of  note  was  produced  during  Edward  VII’ s  reign.  The  Royal 
Mint,  unable  to  fully  satisfy  the  request  for  3,200,000  coins  in  1907, 
subcontracted  the  Heaton  Mint  for  what  was  to  be  this  final  time.  Of  that  year's 
mintage,  800,000  coins  were  produced  at  Heaton  and  carry  the  “H”  mint  mark. 
This  action  produced  the  final  key  coin  in  this  series. 

In  1911,  George  V  appeared  on  the  obverse.  While  George  was  to 
reign  until  1936,  the  final  large  cent  year  was  1920.  In  1920,  the  large  cent  was 
replaced  by  a  cent  similar  in  size  and  content  with  the  American  Cent.  Mintage 
for  that  period  was  sufficient  (5  to  13  million)  that  all  are  easily  available. 
While  the  Royal  Canadian  Mint  experienced  economic  malaise  that  seriously 
affected  most  1915  coinage  production,  almost  5  million  large  cents  were 
produced  before  production  was  halted. 

The  Canadian  large  cent  is  easily  collectable  in  all  grades  up  to  extra 
fine.  Assembling  a  nice  extra  fine  collection  including  all  varieties  can  be 
accomplished  in  today’s  market  for  approximately  $500.  Even  a  collection  of 
uncirculated  large  cents  is  not  out  of  the  question  as  the  three  key  dates  -  1858. 
1859/8  and  1907-H  -  plus  the  two  1891  varieties  can  be  obtained  in  the  $250  to 
$450  range. 

While  collector  interest  is  one  key  element  to  coin  values,  it  is 
sometimes  fun  and  enlightening  to  make  some  comparisons.  Compared  to  U.S. 
Cents  mintage’s’,  Canadian  cents  are  extremely  inexpensive.  For  example, 
compare  the  cost  of  a  very  fine  1877  Indian  Cent  with  mintage  of  852,000  to 
either  the  1858  (mintage  of  41 1,000)  or  1907-H  (mintage  of  800,000).  A  VF 
1877  would  cost  the  collector  roughly  $500.  The  1858  and  1859  9  8  variety  can 
be  found  for  approximately  $65.00  while  the  1907-H  should  cost  not  more  than 
$25.00. 

Looking  to  expand  your  collecting  interests?  Take  the  not-so-difficult 
challenge  of  this  series.  Copper  collectors  will  be  most  appreciative. 
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GSNA  NOMINATION  FORM 


Candidates  for  GSNA  Office  need  to  be  nominated  by  two  GSNA 
members  in  good  standing,  and  by  two  GSNA  member  Clubs. 
This  form  may  be  used  for  any  of  these  required  nominations; 
more  than  one  form  may  be  submitted. 

Nomination  Forms  must  be  received  by  April  15,  1997. 

Mail  all  Nominations  to: 

Jim  Majoros,  65  -16th  Street,  Toms  River,  NJ  08753 


I  (WE)  nominate _ 

for  the  office  of  of  the  Garden  State 

Numismatic  Association  in  1997-1999. 


CLUB  NAME _ GSNA  number 

Officer’s  Signature _ _  Title _ 


CLUB  NAME _ GSNA  number 

Officer’s  Signature _ Title _ 


MEMBER’S  NAME  _ GSNA  number 

MEMBER’S  NAME  GSNA  number 
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APPLICATION  FOR  MEMBERSHIP 


Print  NAME 


CD  New 
□  Renewal 


No. _ 

Date _ 

For  Office  Use 


Home  Address  _ 

Mailing  Address  _ 

City  _  State  _  Zip 


Occupation 


Other  Numismatic  memberships 


Sponsored  by  _ , _ 

| 

Individual  Membership  $10  Club  Membership  $20  Junior  (under  1&)  $3 
Membership  Dues  MUST  accompany  this  Application.  Mail  to: 
GSNA,  do  Jim  Majoros,  65  -  16th  Street,  Toms  River,  NJ  08753 

Applicants  for  Junior  Membership  must  include  date  of  birth  _ 


